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Purpose
• We will discuss the 

various arguments 
used by critics of the 
Bible who attempt to 
demonstrate that the 
God of the Bible and 
Christianity are racist.  
The arguments will be 
examined in context 
with an understanding 
of the nature of God.
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Why Is This Important?
• This is especially important today because 

both blacks and whites have used race 
and the Bible as a justification for hate

• Understanding God’s view of all mankind 
is a step toward reconciliation within the 
church and our nation
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Charges of Racism
• The Bible condones slavery
• The Bible teaches the separation of the 

races
• The Bible teaches that black people are 

cursed
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Answering Objections to Racism

• J-BIRD
- Jews were not white
- Biblical Interpretation
- Race is not a biblical concept
- Difference between Christians and 

Christianity
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Answering Objections to Racism

• The Jews were not 
white
- Abraham was from 

Ur.  Based on the 
geographical location 
of Ur, there is no 
reason to suspect 
that the complexion 
of Abraham was any 
different from the 
typical Arab today
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Answering Objections to Racism
• The Jews intermarried with the Egyptians 

during their 400 years of captivity
- There is no reason to suspect that they were 

not intermarrying and mixing with the 
Egyptians

- The prohibitions against inter-marrying did 
not occur until God delivered them from 
Egyptian bondage

- The historical records are clear that it is 
precisely during this time that the Cushites 
had arrived in Egypt in great numbers
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Answering Objections to Racism
• The Bible states that Israel left Egypt as 

an ethnically diverse group of people
- Exod. 12:38 says “A mixed multitude also 

went up with them”
- It is almost certain that ‘a mixed multitude’ of 

foreigners in Egypt would include Cushites
- “This initial group of Israelites was a 

combination of various ethnic groups, “all this 
mix was still ‘Israel’, the ‘assembly’, or the 
‘people of God.’  Early Israel, at all levels, was 
made up of an ethnic mixture of people.” 
(Hays, 85)
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Answering Objections to Racism

• Two of the twelve tribes of Israel were 

African

- While in Egypt, Joseph married “Asenath, the 

daughter of Potiphera priest of On” (Gen. 

41:50).  Joseph had two sons by her, 

Manasseh and Ephraim (Gen. 41:51-52). They 

became two of the twelve tribes of Israel 

(Num. 13:4-15).  
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Answering Objections to Racism

• Once in the Promise 
Land they 
intermarried with 
the Canaanites 
around them who 
were descendants of 
Ham and people of 
color
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Answering Objections to Racism

• Biblical Interpretation
- Any understanding of 

the Bible that 
promotes racism has 
neglected to 
understand the 
context of the passage

» For example, Ps. 14:1 
says “there is no god.”  
However, if taken in 
context: “The fool has 
said in his heart, there 
is no God.”
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Answering Objections to Racism
• Race is not a biblical concept

- Race did not exist at the time of the Bible.  
God dealt with nations, never with people 
according to skin color

- Even though the Bible may mention physical 
characteristics, it is purely descriptive and 
never derogatory
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Answering Objections to Racism
• Race is not a biblical concept

- We look different because of the sun
» All mankind originated in Africa
» As people migrated away from Africa, they 

adapted to their new environment by a biological 
need to balance the harmful rays of the sun with 
Vitamin C intake
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Answering Objections to Racism
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Answering Objections to Racism

• Biologically, we are all 
the same 
- According to Dr. J. 

Craig Venter, scientists 
at the National 
Institutes of Health, 
“the researchers had 
unanimously declared, 
there is only one race 
-- the human race.” 
(Goodman, Moses, and 
Jones, 97)
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Answering Objections to Racism
• Difference between 

Christians and 
Christianity
- Christianity is not 

what Christians do, 
but what Christ and 
the Bible teach

- Christianity cannot be 
blamed for acts 
committed by those 
who act against the 
clear teaching of 
Scripture
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Answering Objections to Racism

• J-BIRD
- Jews were not white
- Biblical Interpretation
- Race is not a biblical concept
- Difference between Christians and 

Christianity
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• The Bible supports slavery

- “Your male and female slaves are to come 
from the nations around you; from them you 
may buy slaves. You may also buy some of 
the temporary residents living among you and 
members of their clans born in your country, 
and they will become your property.  You can 
bequeath them to your children as inherited 
property and can make them slaves for life, 
but you must not rule over your fellow 
Israelites ruthlessly” (Lev. 25:44-46)
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Response

- Jews were not white
» There is an assumption that the Jews were white 

and enslaved black people
» Slavery in the OT was nothing like slavery in 

America
» The Lev. passage reflect judgement on the 

inhabitants of Canaan
- Biblical Interpretation

» This was limited to Canaanites during the OT 
period.  There is no way this can be applied blacks 
in America
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Response

- Race is not a biblical concept
» There is no way this had to do with race since the 

concept didn’t exist
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• The Bible teaches the separation of the 

races
- “The people of Israel and the priests and the 

Levites have not separated themselves from 
the peoples of the lands, according to their 
abominations, those of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the 
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians and 
the Amorites” (Ezra 9:1)  
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Response

- Jews were not white
» This assumes that the Jews were white and God 

did not want the races to mix
- Biblical Interpretation

» Looking at the context, we see that race had 
nothing to do with this but it was “according to 
their abominations”

- Race is not a biblical concept
» There is no way this had to do with race since the 

concept didn’t exist
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• The Bible teaches that black people are 

cursed
- Ham saw his father naked and told his two 

brothers.  The brothers responded by not 
looking at their father naked but covering his 
nakedness.  When Noah found out what 
happened, he made the following curse, 
“Cursed be Canaan!  The lowest of slaves will 
he be to his brothers” (Gen. 9:24)

- This passage has been used to prove that 
God cursed Canaan, the son of Ham, the 
father of the African nations
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Response

- Biblical Interpretation
» The descendants of Canaan had no connection 

with Africa.  Africa was populated by Cush, Put, 
and Egypt

- Race is not a biblical concept
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Christianity is the 

white man’s religion
- “Brothers and sisters, 

the white man has 
brainwashed us black 
people to fasten our 
gaze upon a blond-
haired, blue-eyed 
Jesus! We're 
worshiping a Jesus 
that doesn't even look 
like us! …. 
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Christianity is the 

white man’s religion
- …The blond-haired, 

blue-eyed white man 
has taught you and 
me to worship a white 
Jesus, and to shout 
and sing and pray to 
this God that's his 
God, the white man's 
God” (Malcolm X)
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Evaluation of Racism Charges
• Response

- Race is not a biblical concept
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God’s View of Mankind
• We are all 

descendants of Adam 
and Eve and we are 
all made in the image 
of God.  Scripture 
makes it clear that 
we are one (Gen. 
1:27, Acts 17:26)
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God’s View of Mankind
• God’s love is not based on physical 

characteristics
• The Jews were God’s instrument to unite 

all mankind under Jesus.  God’s plan was 
to use the Jews to bring all nations to 
know Him
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God’s View of Mankind
• “All nations whom 

You have made shall 
come and worship 
before You, O Lord, 
and they shall glorify 
Your name” (Ps. 
86:9)



©Copyright Dr. H. C. Felder www.GivingAnAnswer.org

God’s View of Mankind

• “Alas, oh land of 
whirring wings which 
lies beyond the rivers 
of Cush... Go, swift 
messengers, to a 
nation tall and 
smooth, to a people 
feared far and wide, 
a powerful and 
oppressive nation” 
(Isa. 18:1–2)
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God’s View of Mankind
• “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of 
the Father and the 
Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I 
commanded you”
(Matt. 28:19-20)
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God’s View of Mankind
- “I looked, and behold, 

a great multitude 
which no one could 
count, from every 
nation and all tribes 
and peoples and 
tongues, standing 
before the throne and 
before the Lamb, 
clothed in white 
robes, and palm 
branches were in their 
hands” (Rev. 7:9-10)
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Summary
- The God of the Bible is not a racist
- The charges or racism are answered by 

using the J-BIRD acronym
- Because we all come from Adam and Eve, 

we are all made in the image of God and 
we all have equal worth before God

- The Bible makes it clear that God’s purpose 
is to unite all of mankind under the banner 
of Christ

- The God of the Bible is not a racist
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• Dr. H.C. Felder
• Giving An Answer
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• hcfelder@GivingAnAnswer.org
• www.facebook.com/GivingAnAnswer
• www.YouTube.com/GivingAnAnswer
• @hcfelder

Contact Info
By Dr. H.C. Felder



©Copyright Dr. H. C. Felder www.GivingAnAnswer.org

Bibliography
• Felder,H.C. The African American Guide to the Bible. Bloomington, IN: 

AuthorHouse, 2016.
• Hays, J. Daniel. From Every People and Nation: A Biblical Theology of Race. 

Downers Grove, Ill: Inter Varsity Press, 2003.
• Goodman, Alan H, Yolanda T. Moses, and Josehp L. Jones. Race: Are we So 

Different. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012.



The End


