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Why is this important?
• There are many blacks
that believe that
Christianity is
incompatible with black
people. That idea is a
stumbling block to them
being open to hearing
the Good News. It is
important to tear down
those walls so that they
can hear the message of
Salvation
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The Nature of Man
• Man was Made in the
Image of God
– Adam and Eve were
made in God’s Image
• “God created man in His
own image, in the image
of God He created him;
male and female He
created them” (Gen.
1:26)

The Nature of Man
• All men come from Adam and Eve
– “He made from one man every nation of mankind
to live on all the face of the earth” (Acts 17:26)

• What is the Image of God?
– Intellect
– Emotions
– Will
– Man is a body soul unity
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The Origin of Race
• Race was invented
– This began with Swedish
naturalist Carolus
Linnaeus in the 10th
edition of his work of
Systema Naturae,
written in 1758, in
which he classifies the
four basic races of
humankind; red, white,
yellow and black

The Origin of Race
• Race was invented
– These categories were
later expanded on and
popularized by Charles
Darwin in 1859 “On the
Origin of Species by
Means of Natural
Selection, or the
Preservation of Favored
Races in the Struggle for
Life”

The Origin of Race
• Race was invented
– Race was also read into
Scripture to justify
slavery

The Origin of Race
• Race is not a biblical concept
– Race did not exist at the time of the Bible. God
dealt with nations, never according to skin color
– Even though the Bible may mention physical
characteristics, it is purely descriptive and never
derogatory
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The Origin of Race
• Race is not biological
– When we think about
race, we normally think
about things such as
skin color, hair, eye, and
nose shapes. Those
things alone are not
racial markers

The Origin of Race
• Race is not biological
– According to Dr. J. Craig
Vendor, who led the
drafting of the first
sequence of the human
genome along with
scientist at the Nation
Institutes of Health,
“the researchers had
unanimously declared,
there is only one race—
the human race.”

The Origin of Race
• Race is social
– Physical differences in humans have no meaning
except the social ones that humans put on them
– Most of the differences we see between races are
cultural, not biological

• What is Race?
– For our purposes we will define Race as a
designation that refers to geographical regions
commonly associated with people that have
certain physical characteristics
By Dr. H.C. Felder
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Race and the Bible
• Old Testament
– The Garden of Eden
• “A river watering the garden
flowed from Eden; from there
it was separated into four
headwaters. The name of the
first is the Pishon; it winds
through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold.
(The gold of that land is good;
aromatic resin and onyx are
also there.) The name of the
second river is the Gihon; it
winds through the entire land
of Cush. The name of the
third river is the Tigris; it runs
along the east side of Asshur.
And the fourth river is the
Euphrates.” (Genesis 2:10–14)

Race and the Bible
• Old Testament
– The Garden of Eden
• There is a definite
connection to Africa
• The Rivers Pishon and
Gihon are closely
associated with Cush,
which is present-day
Ethiopia, southern Egypt,
and Sudan

Race and the Bible
• Noah and his sons
– After the flood in Genesis 9, God blesses Noah
and his sons. God commands them to “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth” (Gen. 9:1)
– Shem populated what is now the Middle Eastern
nations
– Japheth populated what is now the European
nations
– Ham populated what is now the African nations
By Dr. H.C. Felder

Race and the Bible
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Race and the Bible
• Ham populated what is
now the African nations
– Cush populated what is
present-day southern Egypt,
Sudan, and Northern
Ethiopia
– Put is associated with what is
present day Northern Africa,
west of Egypt
– Canaan is associated with
present day Israel
– Egypt is located in Northern
Africa to the Eastern
Mediterranean

Race and the Bible
• Whatever ethnicity the sons of Noah were,
there were the same since they had the same
mother and father
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Race and the Bible
• Dispersement

– People split into different groups and those groups
separated and migrated into different parts of the
world
– These groups were to become the ethnic groups that
we identify with certain racial and ethnic groups today
– As peoples spread across the globe, the color of the
people changed to reflect their environment
• Those whose complexion was most favorable for the
environment where healthier, had more children and thrived
in the land

– Geographical location is the main determinant for skin
color
By Dr. H.C. Felder
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Race and the Bible
• Key players
– The Cushites
• Cush in the Bible refers
to present-day southern
Egypt, Sudan, and
Northern Ethiopia
• Because skin color is
largely determined by
climate, it would make
sense that they would be
as dark during biblical
times as they are today

Race and the Bible
• Key players
– The Cushites
• Ancient art depicts
Taharqa, the son of Piye,
the Cushite king who
ruled Egypt as Pharaoh
during the Twenty-fifth
Dynasty. He is
represented in art with
features that “are
Negroid — thick lips,
broad nose, and tight
curly hair.” (Hays, 38)

Race and the Bible
• Key Players
– Cushites
• The Cushites were a mighty kingdom. They were not
slaves. They were famous archers and warriors
• We see that Cushites served in David’s army (2 Samuel
18:19–33)
• King Hezekiah formed an alliance with the Cushites and
apparently persuaded the Cushite king Shebitku to
support them in fighting against the invading Assyrian
army (2 Kings 18-20)
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Race and the Bible
• Ethiopia
– Cush and Ethiopia
are the same
places in the Bible
– The term was
developed by the
Greeks, and it
literally meant “the
burnt faces.”

Race and the Bible
• Egypt

– Egypt dominated the
international stage
during the pre-state
life of Israel
– Egypt is where Israel
and his family lived
during a great famine
– Egypt is where the
children of Israel
were enslaved for
400 years

Race and the Bible
• Ham
– Ham is the father
of the African
nations. He is the
father of Cush,
Egypt, Put, and
Canaan

Race and the Bible
• Nimrod

– “Now Cush became the father of
Nimrod ; he became a mighty one
on the earth. He was a mighty
hunter before the LORD; therefore it
is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty
hunter before the LORD.” The
beginning of his kingdom was Babel
and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in
the land of Shinar. From that land he
went forth into Assyria, and built
Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah,
and Resen between Nineveh and
Calah; that is the great city” (Gen.
10:8-12)
– He was a kingdom builder. He built
the kingdoms of Babel and Assyria.
Both of the nations would become
world powers

Race and the Bible
• Abraham
– Abraham is the father of
the Jewish nation
– He was from Ur, which is
modern day Iraq
– Many scholars believe he
is an Amorite, a
descendent from Canaan
– The inhabitants of Ur were
the Sumerians who called
themselves the “blackheaded ones”

Race and the Bible
• Phinehas
– According to the New
Bible Dictionary, that
name is of Egyptian origin
and means “the Nubian”
– The name Phinehas is a
clear reference to Cush
– He was the great-nephew
of Moses
– Phinehas appeased the
anger of God in (Num.
25:7-8) and God made a
covenant of peace and
perpetual priesthood on
him and his descendants

Race and the Bible
• Phinehas
– Phinehas became a hero throughout all of Israel,
and as a result of God’s promise, the priesthood of
Israel was traced through Phinehas and not any
other grandson of Israel
– Psalm 106:30–31 places Phinehas alongside
Moses as the two great intercessors of the
wilderness time

Race and the Bible
• New Testament
– Pentecost marks the beginning of the church
• Parthians - roughly corresponding to modern Iran
• Medes - Indo-European speaking people appearing in
the highland area of Northwest Iran
• Elamites - the region today corresponds to Southwest
Iran
• Mesopotamia - much of it is included in Iraq, but some
of it is in Syria and a small part of Turkey.
• Cappadocia – Turkey
• Phrygia - area in western Turkey

Race and the Bible
• New Testament
– Pentecost marks the beginning of the church
• Cyrene – Africa
• Cretans - inhabitants of the Greek island of Crete
• Arabs - present Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Kuwait, Qatar,
Oman, Muscat, and Aden

Race and the Bible
• Key players
– Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8)
• First non-Jewish convert to
Christianity
• He was a black African
who came to Jerusalem to
worship
• He was in charge of all of
the treasure for Queen
Candace
• Took Christianity back to
his queen who converted
and by 400 AD,
Christianity was firmly
established in his
homeland

Race and the Bible
• Simon Called Niger
(Acts 13:1)
– He was a prophet and
teacher at the church at
Antioch
– Based on his name, he
was most likely black
from Africa

Race and the Bible
• Jesus’ ancestry
– As a Jew he was a descendant of Abraham who
was from Ur, the land populated by Nimrod, son
of Cush who is the founder of what is today
Sudan, Ethiopia, and parts of Egypt
– Jesus is a descendant of Rahab, a Canaanite
prostitute (Jos. 2)
– Jesus was not African, nor was he European, his
complexion was more likely the same olive color
of the current inhabitants of the Middle East

Race and the Bible
• Africans
– Africans come in all
shades and are
prominent throughout
Scripture
– They were in the lineage
of Jesus
– They were part of the
church when it began at
Pentecost
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Christianity Today

Christianity by Population 2011 (Pew Research)
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Christianity Today

Gordon Conwell Africa 2020
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Christianity Today
– According to a 2018 study
by the Gordon–Conwell
Theological Seminary,
more Christians live in
Africa than any other
continent, with 631
million Christians
– “Around 2014 Latin
America passed Europe
and became the continent
with the most Christians.
Now, just a few years later,
Africa has passed Latin
America” (Johnson)

Christianity Today
• The future face of
Christianity
– “By 2050 there will likely
be more Christians in
Africa (1.25 billion) than
in Latin America (705
million) and Europe
(490 million) combined.
By then, Asia (588
million) will also have
passed Europe in its
number of Christians”
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Christianity and Racism
• Definition of Racism
– Racism it the belief that
some races are inferior to
other races

• Responding to General
arguments of racism
– Use the following
Acronym as a guide to
refute all arguments used
by critics that claim
Christianity is racist (JBIRD – pronounced
“Jaybird”)

Christianity and Racism
• Jews were not white
– Abraham, the founder of the nation was from Ur,
which is modern day Iraq
– The Jews intermarried with Egyptians
– Israel left Egypt as an ethnically diverse nation
– Two of the twelve tribes were African
– Once in the Promise Land they intermarried with
the Canaanites, who were people of color

Christianity and Racism
• Biblical Interpretation

– Just because someone uses the Bible to justify slavery
and racial discrimination against blacks, does not
mean that it does
– Passages that are used to support racism are taken
out of context
– The Bible does not encourage or teach racism of any
type
– The context of a passage is not merely based on
immediate context but also the Bible as a whole
– Any interpretation of a passage must fit into the
context of God’s Covenant and we know that God sees
all mankind as one and all are made in the image of
God

Christianity and Racism
• Race is not a biblical concept
– Race is a social construct that was invented in our
recent history. It did not exist during the biblical
timeframe
– We cannot read race into the pages of Scripture
that was written thousands of years before the
concept was invented

Christianity and Racism
• Difference between Christians and Christianity
– Christianity is not what Christians do, it is what
Jesus & the Bible teaches and affirms
– Just because Christians have perverted Scripture
in no way indicts Christianity
– When taken in context, Christianity refutes racism
and affirms the idea that all men are created
equal

Christianity and Racism
• Does the Bible condone slavery?
– The word “slavery” is problematic
• The Word “slavery” brings to mind the atrocities that
are part of our recent history
• The word "slave" originally referred to the slavs, who
inhabited a large part of Eastern Europe. They were
taken as slaves by the Muslims of Spain during the
ninth century AD
• Hebrew has no vocabulary of slavery, only of
servanthood
• The Bible seems to use the words “slave” and “servant”

Christianity and Racism
• Slavery in the OT had nothing in common with
slavery in America
– It was not based on race
• Race is not a biblical concept

– A slave was to be freed automatically after six
years...
• “If you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years;
but on the seventh he shall go out as a free man
without payment” (Ex. 21:2)

Christianity and Racism
• A slave could inherit his
master’s estate if there
were no heirs
– But Abram said, “Sovereign
Lord, what can you give me
since I remain childless and
the one who will inherit[c]
my estate is Eliezer of
Damascus?” And Abram
said, “You have given me no
children; so a servant in my
household will be my heir"
(Gen. 15:2-3)

Christianity and Racism
• There were severe
punishments for
physically abusing a slave
– “Anyone who beats their
male or female slave with
a rod must be punished if
the slave dies as a direct
result" (Ex. 21:20)

Christianity and Racism
• Should a runaway slave fall
into the hands of an Israelite,
that Israelite must protect
and shelter the slave
– “You shall not hand over to his
master a slave who has escaped
from his master to you. He shall
live with you in your midst, in
the place which he shall choose
in one of your towns where it
pleases him; you shall not
mistreat him” (Deut. 23:15–16)

Christianity and Racism
• Although a slave could
become a slave for life,
that is only at the request
of the slave
– “But if your servant says to
you, ‘I do not want to leave
you,’ because he loves you
and your family and is well
off with you, then take an
awl and push it through his
ear lobe into the door, and
he will become your servant
for life. Do the same for your
maidservant” (Dt 15:16–17)

Christianity and Racism
• God used slavery to maintain His mercy and
compassion
– This was a system by which the poor received care.
There was no welfare system
– Many-perhaps most-servants were young people who
were parceled out by destitute parents to more
prosperous families who would feed, clothe, and
shelter them

• Slavery was common to every culture in the Near
East during this time
– Every time a nation went into captivity or bondage
that is slavery
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Christianity and Racism
• God did use slavery to
punish the wicked
– God often uses evils caused
by man to punish man; such
as war, disease, drought
and famine
– God told Abraham that He
would use Abraham’s
descendants to judge the
sins of the Canaanites
• “Then in the fourth
generation they will return
here, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet
complete” (Genesis 15:16)

Christianity and Racism
• Because these slaves were being
judged, they did not have the
same rights as a Hebrew slave.
This was a form of punishment.

– “He will destroy them; he will
subdue them before you. And you
will drive them out and annihilate
them quickly, as the LORD has
promised you. After the LORD
your God has driven them out
before you, do not say to yourself,
‘The LORD has brought me here to
take possession of this land
because of my righteousness.’ No,
it is on account of the wickedness
of these nations that the LORD is
going to drive them out before
you” (Dt. 9:3-5)

Christianity and Racism
• God used slavery to
punish Israel by sending
them into bondage to
both the Babylonians &
the Assyrians
– "you will serve the enemies
the Lord sends against you.
He will put an iron yoke on
your neck until he has
destroyed you." (Dt. 28:48)

Christianity and Racism
• It was Christianity and the idea of man being
made in the image of God that was the
foundation for the abolition of slavery
worldwide
– “Before the modern era, by and large Europeans
enslaved other Europeans, Asians enslaved other
Asians, Africans enslaved other Africans, and the
indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere
enslaved other indigenous peoples of the Western
Hemisphere.” (Sowell, 113)
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Christianity and Racism
• It is the biblical view of
man that was the
motivation behind
abolitions such as William
Wilberforce that brought
an end to slavery in
England & America
– “God Almighty has set
before me two great
objects: the suppression of
the slave trade and the
reformation of manners.”
(William Wilberforce)
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God’s View of Man
• We are all equal and God’s image bearers
• God’s original plan of salvation always
included all people
– Gen. 12 God calls a man named Abraham and said
“all peoples on earth will be blessed through you”
– Psalms
• “All nations whom You have made shall come and
worship before You, O Lord, And they shall glorify Your
name” (Ps. 86:9)
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God’s View of Man
• Prophets
– “Turn to Me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth;
For I am God, and there is
no other” (Isa. 45:22)
– “Alas, oh land of whirring
wings which lies beyond
the rivers of Cush... Go,
swift messengers, to a
nation tall and smooth, to
a people feared far and
wide, a powerful and
oppressive nation” (Isa.
18:1–2)

God’s View of Man
• Gospels
– “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28:19-20)
– “you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and
even to the remotest part
of the earth” (Acts 1:8)

God’s View of Man
• Revelation
– “After these things I
looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one
could count, from every
nation and all tribes and
peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne
and before the Lamb (Rev.
7:9)
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Summary
• We are all made in the image of God
• Race is not a biblical concept
• Race is a man-made construct as such, we should
never read Race into the pages of Scripture
• Christianity is inclusive of all ethnic groups
• Racism is wrong because it is contradictory to the
biblical idea that everyone is made in the image
of God
• Christ died for EVERYONE
By Dr. H.C. Felder
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